Sarah Huson-Whte (BMus Hons)
‘Cellist, ‘Cello teacher and Chamber Music Coach
Date of Birth 

9th June 1981

Education
1999-2004 

Royal College of Music, London. BMus (Hons) 

2000-2001

Chamber Music Course, Postgraduate School of Music, Saluzzo, Italy

1992-1999   

Southwell Minster School, Nottinghamshire

1989-1992 

Junior Department, Southwell Minster School, Nottinghamshire
1999


A-level Music (A), French (B) and English Language (C)



1997


AS level Practical Music (A)
1996 & 1997

9 GCSEs
 (A*-B)
Teaching Experience & Education Work
Sep 2004 – present
‘Cello teacher at Trent College, Nottinghamshire and its Junior School, The Elms.  I currently teach 36 pupils in years 3 to 13, beginners to diploma. I also coach four ensembles.
1998 - present
Regular private 'cello tuition for beginners to grade 8 and beyond. Students aged 6 years and upwards. 100% pass rate (67% Distinction) for both ABRSM and Trinity Guildhall examinations. Many of my pupils have notable achievements including being awarded scholarships, being given places on Higher Education Courses, places in the National Children’s Orchestra and at the Royal Academy of Music JD. Many have received prizes at festivals and also from the ABRSM, the Marguerite Swan Award for highest mark for Grade 8. My advanced pupils perform regularly in a ‘cello group ‘Cellestia’ which I formed in 2006. I encourage all my pupils to participate in orchestras and chamber groups and I organise annual concerts so they have performance opportunities. I recently organised an improvisation workshop for my pupils with the cellist Matthew Barley.
July 2009 - 2013
‘Cello Tutor for Derbyshire County and City Youth Orchestra, working with Peter Stark, conductor of the National Children’s Orchestra.
Nov 2007 - 2011
Involvement with ‘Stringwise’ (a youth music course run by ‘Music for Everyone’) leading the ‘cello sectionals and conducting the lower strings ensemble.
Feb 2009 – 2011
Co-founder of ‘Youth String Camerata’, a chamber ensemble for young talented string players in the East Midlands. Our debut concert was in May 2009 in Southwell Minster featuring Guy Johnston. Memorable performances include performing with the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, a service to celebrate the Queen’s birthday and the inauguration of the High Sheriff of Nottingham and playing at the Royal Concert Hall as part of Music for Youth’s ‘Primary Proms’. Workshops for our players included Alexander technique, improvisation and also performance classes incorporating different styles of music.
Jun 2004 – Dec 2009
‘Cello tutor for the Nottingham Youth Orchestra and the Nottingham Youth Intermediate Orchestra. 
Feb 2008
Chamber music coaching at Guildford High School for Girls. Various ensembles in the senior school in preparation for concerts and competitions.

Sep 2004 - 2007
Accredited ‘cello teacher for Derbyshire City and County Music Partnership teaching at various primary schools in South-East Derbyshire.

June 2007 
Leading masterclasses with primary school’s ‘gifted and talented’ string players and leading workshops with the school’s string group.
Jan 2006-June 2008
‘Around the World’ workshops in schools in the UK with Highly Strung Quartet 

Feb 2006
Concert and workshop tour in the Caribbean with my quartet “Highly Strung”. Performing workshops and school concerts for the young string players of St Vincent and the Grenadines and hosting open forums for the string teachers.

2001 – 2004
Tutor for East Nottinghamshire Music School, tutoring the Junior Strings and Junior Orchestra, leading the junior choir and teaching theory classes.
Jan 2004 - Jul 2004
School workshops and performances with 'The Elastic Band' (the Philharmonia Orchestra's Education & Outreach Project). 
Sept - Oct 2002
Workshops and performances in schools with the ‘RCM Playerlink Outreach Project’ with the London Philharmonic Orchestra.
2002
Cello teacher at Nottingham High School for Girls (maternity cover)

Performing Experience and Highlights
Jun 2004 - present
Performances with the London Concert Orchestra (often principal), the Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra and other smaller orchestras and chamber groups at venues including The Royal Albert Hall, the Barbican and Symphony Hall.
1999 – present
Performances throughout the UK and also abroad with my quartet, “Highly Strung”. Major works include Schubert’s, Tchaikovsky, Dvorak, Mozart and Beethoven. We also perform at weddings and corporate events. We have played at venues such as Chatsworth House, Blenheim Palace, Belvoir Castle, Bolton Priory and the Tower of London and our clients include the BBC, English Heritage and John Lewis.
Various dates
Concerts in the Music in the Great Hall series, the Southwell Minster lunchtime concert series and the Southwell Festival including solo recitals and chamber music performances with ‘Highly Strung’ and the ‘Santiago Piano Trio’.
Nov 2006
Principal cellist and soloist in a multi cello celebration concert in Southwell Minster, performing solo Bach, Bruch’s Kol Nidrei and Bachianas Brasilieras No. 5.

Nov 2003 & May 2004
Principal ‘cello, Royal College of Music Symphony Orchestra.
Jan 2004
Principal 'cello, RCM String Ensemble, playing Tchaikovsky's Souvenir de Florence directed by Gordan Nicolitch (leader of the LSO).

Oct 2003
Recording of Don Juan with the RCM Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Andrew Litton.

Jan 2003
RCM Symphony Orchestra playing Mahler Symphony No. 6 conducted by Bernard Haitink.

Professional Development

~ Training Days with the Derbyshire Music Partnership covering wide ranging teaching topics.
~ The Royal College of Music Student Associate Scheme (sponsored by the Teacher Training Agency). Two weeks of observing academic and peripatetic music lessons at schools in Hertfordshire and Derbyshire.

Other (concertos, performances, courses and masterclasses)

~ Concerts with the Mercian Piano Trio. Forthcoming performances including Mozart, Brahms, Schubert, Dvorak and Martin.

~ Solo performances of the Dohnanyi Konzertstuck, Haydn 'Cello Concerto No. 1, Saint-Saens 'Cello Concerto, Kol Nidrei and Vivaldi Concerto for two cellos in venues including Southwell Minster, St Mary’s Church, Nottingham, Hungary and the Haydnsaal at Eszterházy Palace, Austria.
~ Regular attendance on the Gathering of the Clans Cello Courses (Eton, Ripon, York and Leeds) including lessons, workshops and participating as well as attending masterclasses.
~ Principal 'cello, Nottingham Youth Orchestra touring Cyprus, Austria and Hungary performing Scherezade and Shostakovich Symphony No.10.

~ Invited to represent the RCM at the 2001 ‘Mendellsohn on Mull’ Festival.
~Participated in masterclasses with Johannes Goritski, Alexander Bailey, Amanda Truelove, Jerome Pernoo, Nicholas Jones and Alexander Boyarsky.
~Performances on television and live in concert with artists including Will Young, Il Divo and Rod Stewart. TV shows include Top of the Pops and Children in Need, venues include Wembley, Hackney Empire and the Royal Albert Hall.

~ Performances of shows including West Side Story, Crazy for You, the Sound of Music, Mikado, Gone with the Wind, Parade, Carousel, a Man of No Importance and the debut performances of Saturday Night and Sunday Morning.
~ Recording and session experience for bands including Lois, Duke Special, Amusement Parks on Fire.
Profile

I graduated from the Royal College of Music in July 2004, where I studied with Melissa Phelps. During my time at the RCM I was principal ‘cello of the Sinfonietta, the Symphony Orchestra and the String Ensemble. As well as enjoying the performance opportunities whilst studying I knew I had a passion for teaching and I chose ‘Instrumental Teaching’ as my final year elective. These studies have proved invaluable in developing my practical teaching skills which have improved consistently with my increased teaching commitments. I am incredibly proud of my student’s 100% exam pass rate and achievements. I encourage all my pupils to participate in orchestras and chamber groups and once a year I organise a concert so they are able to perform solos and in ensembles.
I currently have a broad and varied work life incorporating my employed teaching work, private teaching, playing with the Mercian Piano Trio and managing and playing with my string quartet ‘Highly Strung’ and other freelance work. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12]
